Summary of ESOL Rules Development Workshops held by the Florida Department of Education in December, 2008

Feedback from Orlando, Dec. 2nd, 3 to 5 PM

Participants included Parent Leadership Council members from Orange County, school district staff from several counties, university faculty from the University of Central Florida, the HOPE Center, Office for Farmworker Ministry; the Florida Association of Bilingual and ESOL Supervisors (FABES), a Commissioner from Kissimmee, an attorney from the Legal Advocacy Center of Central Florida, and LULAC Florida officers. The Legislative Assistant for Rep. Darren Soto and Orlando Sentinel reporter Victor Manuel Ramos were present for the entire meeting. Participants spoke in opposition to the proposed training and assessment rules. Several participants complained that many are not able to attend meetings scheduled during working hours. 

Feedback from Tallahassee, Dec. 12th, 1 to 3 PM

Faculty from the University of Florida, retired faculty from Florida State University, and a representative from the Florida Education Association spoke in opposition to the proposed inservice training rules and to the incomplete process for updating standards and designing new courses.

Feedback from Miami, Dec. 15th, 10 AM to Noon

Testimony in opposition to the proposed inservice training and several other rules was presented. Several participants complained that most working people are not able to attend meetings scheduled during working hours. Participants included:

· Parent Leadership Council members and staff from Dade, Broward, and Palm Beach.

· Superintendent Carvalho and district staff from Dade, Broward, and Palm Beach.

· Faculty from FAU, FIU, UM, MDC.

· The President and 2nd Vice President of Sunshine State TESOL (SST), the President of the Miami-Dade Chapter of SST, and the President of the Bilingual Association of Florida.

· The President and four members of LULAC Florida.

· A representative from the Florida Association of Colleges of Teacher Education.

· Aventura Commissioner Luz Urbaez Weinberg.

· Millie Herrera, President of the Hispanic Democratic Caucus.

Rep. Luis Garcia and Belinda Ortiz, Hispanic Outreach Coordinator for the Florida Republican Party, were present for most of the session. Sen. Rudy Garcia's Legislative Assistant and Herald reporter Nirvi Shah were present for the entire meeting. The President of ASPIRA, Raul Martinez, was delayed but arrived in time to meet and chat with DOE staff. 

Summary of Testimony

· We want all children to learn to read in English, we want teachers who are prepared to teach them to read, and we want monitoring to ensure compliance with the requirements stated in the Consent Decree.

· It makes no sense to withdraw support from children who are already struggling.

· The current professional development standards are inadequate and must be updated before new courses are developed.  Better teacher preparation leads to improved student achievement.

No one spoke in support of the proposed rules at any of the three Rules Development Workshops.
