2009 Legislative Session

The Legislature passed 238 bills this year, 70 less than last year and nearly half of the number adopted in peak years. Below are some of the more significant bills that passed relative to impacts on local governments. 

Appropriations Bills/State Budget --The 2009 Legislative session was extended a week to allow passage of the budget, the one bill that must pass each year. The Legislature was confronted with a $6.2 billion deficit, which has been plugged with federal stimulus funds, increased fees and fines in numerous areas, and a cigarette tax increase. The extent of gaming allowed continues to be a negotiated issue. 

Funding is down in general in a wide array of grants-in aide programs, health and human service programs, and environmental programs. 

Education

Successful Efforts

· Allows university boards of trustees to select their president. (SB 234 / HB 489)

· Library funding—restored to $21.2 million. Amount meets threshold to draw down $8 million in federal funds.

· Charter school accountability. (SB 278)

· Expansion of corporate tax credit scholarship program. (HB 453)

· Exempts personally identifiable information gathered from testing information from public record (HB 895)

· Exempts personally identifiable dependent information from public record. (HB 135)

· Flexibility on zero-tolerance policy. (SB 1540)

· School hour and day flexibility -- still, few educators like the idea of a four-day week. (Not approved as bills but added to budget.)

· Allow schools to collect full cost of lost books. (SB 1248)

· Universities allowed to increase tuition. (SB 762)

Failed Efforts

· English Language Learners Pilot Program. (SB 1680)

· Middle School Civics Education. (HB 13)

· 1 percent sales tax for education. (HB 731)

· Class-size reduction changes. (HJR 919)

· Creating end-of course FCAT biology exam to replace 11th-grade science FCAT. (HB 543)

· 70 percent solution: A solution in search of a problem. (SB 1978)

· Changes to teacher tenure. (HB 1411)

· Increase high school graduation standards. (HB 1293)

· Deleting abstinence education requirement. (HB 19 / SB 268)

· Require degrees for VPK teachers. (HB 487 / SB 602)

· Allowing inspirational messages at school. (HB 533 / SB 1360)

· Require teaching intelligent design. (SB 2396)

· Sure Futures Graduate Scholarship Program. (HB 23)

· Remove school letter grades. (SB 78)

· Changing mandatory attendance age to 18. (SB 82)

· Speed zones at K-12 schools. (HB 87)

· Increasing hours of VPK. (SB 100)

· Veteran’s tuition assistance. (SB 208)

· Creation of Florida Healthy Teens Act. (SB 220)

· Amend Constitution to set minimum teacher salaries. (SJR 232)

· Gifted education improvements. (HB 835)

· Delete FCAT graduation and promotion requirements. (HB 1203)

· Require corporate tax credit scholarship recipients to take the FCAT. (HB 1325)

· Prohibit physical restraint of students with disabilities. (SB 2480 / HB 1449)

· Pay teachers first/recall school board members. (SB 2466 / HB 1323)

· Require schools to seek community members for advisory councils. (SB 398)

· Revisions to school grades, graduation requirements. (HB 7087)

· Require report to parents on teacher turnover. (HB 355)

· Authorize education commissioner to waive final exam requirements for students who meet criteria. (HB 613)

· Allow school nurses to keep and use EpiPens for students with allergies. (HB 721)

· Class size "scholarships." (HB 999)

· Revise list of required immunizations. (HB 1455 / SB 2674)

· Create GED alternative option to receive a high school diploma. (HB 1527 / SB 2232)

