Florida Education Association (FEA)
New Business Item 2008-4 Passed  

Subject:  Positive Initiatives to support ELL’s, Teachers and Para Educators.  The FEA seeks to promote educational excellence and equity for English language learners (ELLs)— students in preK-12 who are not yet proficient in reading, writing and communicating in the English language—to ensure they meet the same challenging standards and have high quality teachers and para educators as all other students.   

Text of Motion:  

To address the educational needs of ELLs while providing the educators who teach them with relevant, quality professional development and the appropriate instructional support and assistance required to meet this challenge, FEA will:   

1) Raise awareness about the urgency of closing the achievement gap for ELLs using high quality teachers who are certified in the requisite content area(s) and paraprofessionals who work under the direct supervision of a highly qualified teacher.    

2) Provide members and leaders with publications, professional development, and union-sponsored resources on effective instruction and on ways to increase parent and community outreach and student achievement.    

3) Call on and help the Florida DOE establish clear in-service rules and guidance for all teachers consistent with the META Consent Decree.   

4) Disseminate the findings from scientifically based research and diverse work groups on what works to enable academic success and literacy for ELLs.    

5) Explore legal actions, legislative policy changes, and/or cooperative actions with FDOE which will support the implementation of research-based instructional reading models for ELLs such as dual immersion, ESOL and other programs that include: Reading instruction that emphasizes phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary- building and comprehension activities connected to meaningful literacy and writing instruction.    

6) Explore legislative budgetary and policy changes, cooperative actions with FDOE, and/or local negotiations, which will provide sufficient resources to accomplish the above activities.
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